To Communicate and Demonstrate
Why in the World, Part 1
11/26/17
One of the crazy things we Christians believe is that God actually became ONE OF US
John was an EYEWITNESS of the life of Jesus, and he believed Jesus was the son of God
John 1:14 (NAS) “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Why in the world would God BECOME one of us, LIVE as one of us, among us?
The Sunday School answer is Jesus came to DIE and PAY for our sins
John 14:1-7 (NAS) “[Jesus said] ‘Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.’5 Thomas
said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on
you know Him, and
have seen Him.’”

Jesus EQUATES Himself with God and said, if you want to know what God the Father is like,
WATCH ME
John 14:8 (NAS) “Philip said to Him [Jesus], ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.’”

Have you ever said, “I want to believe in God. If He would just REVEAL Himself to me, I’d
believe. If I just knew for CERTAIN there was a God.”
John 14:9 (NAS) “Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?
Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

Jesus told Philip, I am as close as you’ll ever get to seeing what God is LIKE
John 14:10 (NIV) “Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do
not speak on My own authority…”

Jesus is saying, you want to know what God is up to? LISTEN to Me.
John 14:10b (NIV) “…Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work.”

Jesus is saying, you want to know what God is up to? WATCH Me. Because you’ll never get a
better clue about what God is like than ME.
John 14:11 (NIV) “ Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; or at least believe on the
evidence of the works themselves.”

One of the reasons why God came to dwell among us was to COMMUNICATE and DEMONSTRATE what
God is like
Jesus didn’t claim to HAVE the best explanation of God; Jesus claimed to BE the best explanation of God.
We have an inclination to try to figure out God by looking in all the WRONG places. We look at…



our CIRCUMSTANCES
our religious TRADITIONS



what’s WITHIN



NATURE

John 1:18 (NIV) “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship with the
Father, has made Him known.”
John 1:18 (NAS) “…He [Jesus] has explained Him.”

If you move past Jesus, you’re MOVING AWAY from God
Homework Assignment: Read 1 of the 4 gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) and ask,
“What do I learn ABOUT the Father FROM the Son?” (Be sure and write what you learn down!)
There are things about God we would NEVER know with certainty had Jesus not REVEALED them
What a tragedy to miss God, because we were too LAZY to read
The Father wants to BE KNOWN by you
The reason Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us is so we could KNOW GOD
My Next Step Today Is:
□ I will take the challenge to read a gospel & ask “What do I learn about the Father from the Son?”
□ I will spend some time this week thinking about why Jesus came and what that means in my life.
Next week: Join us as we continue to answer the question, “Why in the World did Jesus Come?” Invite a friend!
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One of the crazy things we Christians believe is that God actually became __________________
John was an __________________ of the life of Jesus, and he believed Jesus was the son of God
John 1:14 (NAS) “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Why in the world would God __________________ one of us, _______ as one of us, among us?
The Sunday School answer is Jesus came to __________ and _________ for our sins
John 14:1-7 (NAS) “[Jesus said] ‘Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.’5 Thomas
said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on
you know Him, and
have seen Him.’”

Jesus ________________ Himself with God and said, if you want to know what God the Father
is like, ______________________
John 14:8 (NAS) “Philip said to Him [Jesus], ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.’”

Have you ever said, “I want to believe in God. If He would just ___________ Himself to me, I’d
believe. If I just knew for _________________ there was a God.”
John 14:9 (NAS) “Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time?
Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

Jesus told Philip, I am as close as you’ll ever get to seeing what God is ____________
John 14:10 (NIV) “Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do
not speak on My own authority…”

Jesus is saying, you want to know what God is up to? __________________ to Me.
John 14:10b (NIV) “…Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work.”

Jesus is saying, you want to know what God is up to? ________________ Me. Because you’ll
never get a better clue about what God is like than _______.
John 14:11 (NIV) “ Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; or at least believe on the
evidence of the works themselves.”

One of the reasons why God came to dwell among us was to ______________________ and
_______________________ what God is like
Jesus didn’t claim to ______________ the best explanation of God; Jesus claimed to ______ the
best explanation of God.
We have an inclination to try to figure out God by looking in all the ____________ places. We
look at…



our __________________________
our religious ______________________



what’s ________________



_____________________

John 1:18 (NIV) “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship with the
Father, has made Him known.”
John 1:18 (NAS) “…He [Jesus] has explained Him.”

If you move past Jesus, you’re _________________________ from God
Homework Assignment: Read 1 of the 4 gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) and ask,
“What do I learn _____________ the Father _____________ the Son?” (Be sure and write what
you learn down!)
There are things about God we would ________________ know with certainty had Jesus not
__________________ them
What a tragedy to miss God, because we were too _____________ to read
The Father wants to ________________________ by you
The reason Jesus became flesh and dwelt among us is so we could _______________________
My Next Step Today Is:
□ I will take the challenge to read a gospel & ask “What do I learn about the Father from the Son?”
□ I will spend some time this week thinking about why Jesus came and what that means in my life.
Next week: Join us as we continue to answer the question, “Why in the World did Jesus Come?” Invite a friend!

